Oral biology and the early introduction of clinical dentistry in the dental curriculum.
For the past nine years students entering the Dental School in the University of Western Australia have participated in an introductory clinical dentistry program closely integrated with oral biology. This paper outlines the content of the program and discusses its educational advantages. Changing attitudes in Australian universities toward the appointment of full professors in clinical disciplines also are discussed, and reference is made to the way in which these appointments are helping to achieve a closer correlation between basic science and clinical dentistry.